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ning of the war. This Report was subsequently backed by the
issue of another report containing the results of the investi-
gations conducted by a Committee consisting of Mr. Justice
Beachcroft, a Judge of the Calcutta High Court, and Sir Narayan
Chandavarkar, an ex-High Court Judge of Bombay, who
were specially appointed to enquire into the cases of the Bengal
internees. Again the policy of Government was vindicated ;
for the Committee decided that in 800 out of 806 cases there was
every ground for detention, and the remaining persons were
discharged, not because their innocence was established, but
because the orders against them were in the opinion of the
Committee not supported by adequate evidence. The joint
effect of these two Reports was considerable, for, in con-
junction with the news of the anarchy in Russia, they convinced
many soberminded men that the exigencies of the time emphati-
cally dictated support of the party which made co-operation
with established government a plank in its political platform.
It was pointed out by certain sections of the press that some
of the methods employed by the Extremists bore a disquieting
analogy to those of which the ultimate regrettable consequences
were fully illustrated in the two Reports.

As the details of the Montagu^Chelmsford scheme became
appreciated, a number of separate interests which conceived they
had cause for dissatisfaction began to make themselves heard.

The English- commercial    community,
The English Comnxunity.   ^        ^  its gtake  ^

had not been sufficiently considered, found particular cause for
uneasiness in the theoretical objections put forward in the
Report to the principle of communal representation. After main-
taining silence for some time, the European Association issued
a manifesto, which received wide publicity in the press, express-
ing alarm at what it considered to be a double weakening of
the position of the English in India, through the simultaneous
processes of Indianising the services and of iatr ducing far-
reaching changes into the machinery of adminisferation. .
Among the services too, there was a feeling of uncertainty as
to what the future might bring. The Indian Civil Service in
particular found itself likely to- be affected vitally by the
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